


There’s a new wrinkle to dual-
booting in this build: Multiple Oper-
ating System Tool, or MOST. The
idea is that you have a special one-
megabyte partition holding MOST
and that when you boot up, it asks
which of several partitions you’d re-
ally like to boot from. That way
you can select between any number
of different operating systems —
DOS, OS/2, AIX or whatever —
or different releases of the same
system.

To me, MOST seemed like a bit
of a mess. The idea of having to
repartition was not enticing. The
documentation seemed very confus-
ing. Under MOST, depending on
how you set it up, you end up with
several C: drives, only one of
which is actually visible and acces-
sible depending on what operating
system you boot. You have to de-
cide ahead of time how big each of
those partitions should be. If you
make one too small to hold the sys-
tem you’re trying to install, you’re
back to step one. If you make it too
large, that space is wasted when
you’re running anything else. And
since one reason I might want to
boot one system is to fix up a
mistake I’ve made in the configura-
tion of another, not being able to
access the other system’s files is a
drawback.

What I chose to do was to put
both OS/2 1.3 and 2.0 onto the
same C: partition but to have only
one of them called \OS2 at a time
and to dual boot to DOS to rename
the directories and slosh the appro-
priate files in and out of the root. I
admit, this is messy also, but for me
it was a slightly better solution.

Once past the installation, 6.149
is rock-solid. I’ve had a ball, for ex-
ample, running a little DOS graph-
ics clock program on my PM
desktop that draws a map of the
world, showing what part is in day-
light and what is in night. Not sur-
prisingly, things do run a little
slower in a window than full-
screen, but not objectionably so,
and, in any event, you can move a
DOS application back and forth
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between the PM desktop and full
screen even while it runs.

Performance is very good. I’ve
done a fair amount of tuning of my
1.3 system to find the optimum
cache sizes, etc., and almost no tun-
ing yet of 2.0. Nonetheless, 2.0 con-
sistently seemed to be at least as
fastas 1.3.

At this point, I believe those of
us betting on a very successful 2.0
release this fall will not be disap-
pointed. Yes, there is more to be
done before general availability.
But 6.149 certainly makes it clear
IBM has some sharp engineers with
a good eye for quality who know
what they’re doing. 4
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